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Pravda, the mare which stopped the race that stops a nation when stage fright resulted in her late scratching from the 2000 Melbourne Cup, finally has a Flemington win thanks to her High Chaparral-sired son, strong stayer The Good Fight.




The O’Sullivan brothers, jockey Lance and trainer Paul, had their Melbourne Cup dream become a nightmare when Pravda’s nerves got the better of here ahead of the 2000 edition, standing her ground near the winning post on her way to the barriers and causing Racing Victoria stewards to delay the start for several minutes before their patience expired.




Neither Pravda nor any of her 10 offspring to race had won at Flemington before The Good Fight, which had finished 10th of 13 in The Bart Cummings of 2019 on his only previous start at the famous venue, secured Saturday’s Flemington Cup 1849 for the combination of Ben Melham and Michael Moroney.




A $300,000 buy from the 2016 New Zealand Bloodstock Premier Yearling Sale, The Good Fight has won five of his 32 races on both sides of the Tasman Sea, banked more than $320,000 in prizemoney and notched one victory at Group Three level.
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This year has been another annus horribilis for Queen Elizabeth II with the death of her husband and scandals plaguing her immediate family, but Her Majesty’s gallopers lifted her spirits with a 40-1 treble from three runners.




Reach For The Moon (2-9), Intelligentsia (5-1) and Portfolio (9-2) carried Queen Elizabeth II’s purple, scarlet, black and gold colours to Friday wins, improving Her Majesty’s statistics to five wins from her last seven starters and 18 victories on the flat in the United Kingdom in 2021.




Queen Elizabeth II bred Reach For The Moon – he is a son of Sea The Stars and two-time Listed winner Golden Stream – and Portfolio – she is the daughter of Deep Impact and Listed victor Diploma – but Godolphin bred Intelligentsia, the daughter of Exceed And Excel and Listed winner Discernable.
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Both Frankel’s progeny and Tiarnna Robertson-trained Chris Waller cast-offs are undefeated in Western Australia after Yangtze Rapids, a son of the world’s highest-rated galloper ever, won Thursday’s Western Racepix Handicap at Northam.




Robertson bought Yangtze Rapids for $47,500 during Inglis Digital’s 2021 May (Late) Online Sale. When racing out of Waller’s Rosehill yard in the colours of Yulong Investments, Yangtze Rapids underwent throat surgery before breaking his maiden at Canterbury on his eighth start. Yangtze Rapids made two post-victory appearances, the second in the Rough Habit Plate at Group Three level during the Queensland Winter Racing Carnival, before going under the hammer.




Of course, Robertson and Waller are no strangers to swapping thoroughbreds, with Group Three-winning sprinter Fabergino moving from the former to the latter four months ago. But whereas Yangtze Rapids was triumphant on his first start for Robertson, Fabergino finished stone motherless in The Galaxy on her only run for Waller before retiring to become a mum.
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Former boom apprentice Victor Wong, who was indentured to Leon Wells in Tasmania and Richard Jolly in South Australia, avoided the ignominy of a winless Hong Kong thoroughbred racing season when he rode a winner at this term’s last meeting.




Chinese jockey Wong registered 44 winners in Tasmania and 76 winners in South Australia between January 2015 and March 2018 before the Hong Kong Jockey Club issued him with a licence to take part in its highly competitive jurisdiction. Wong rode 13 winners in his first Hong Kong campaign and backed up that achievement with 38 winners and nine winners in his next two seasons, respectively. But this term was a disaster for Wong, at least until his 231st start resulted in his first win when Shanghai Power won at Happy Valley.




Wong finished the 2020-2021 Hong Kong season with one first, five seconds, seven thirds and 11 fourths from 233 rides, one fewer victory than Ryan Moore posted in his 13 starts. Wong, whom Australian commentators nicknamed The Mower Man because Victa is a popular brand of garden equipment, would have become the first jockey to endure a winless Hong Kong campaign since Alvin Ng in 2018-2019 if Me Tsui Yu-sak-trained Shanghai Power had not won on Wednesday.
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Unbeaten in his last 14 races and defeated only once in his 18-start career, Golden Sixty is the 12th Australia-bred thoroughbred to be the Hong Kong Horse of the Year and the first such galloper since 2016-2017 champion Rapper Dragon.




Seventeen of the 44 Hong Kong Horse of the Year titles have gone to Australia-bred thoroughbreds, with Silver Lining (three), Co-Tack (two), Fairy King Prawn (two) and Silent Witness (two) receiving multiple awards. Golden Sixty’s official rating of 124, which international handicappers assigned to him at the end of last year, is just three points lower than the joint highest-rated Hong Kong-based gallopers of all time, Able Friend and Beauty Generation.




Australia leads the way when it comes to breeding Hong Kong Horse of the Year winners, Golden Sixty’s success extending its advantage over New Zealand (nine individual and 11 overall), Ireland (eight individual and 11 overall), the United States of America (three) and Great Britain (two).




I would love you to visit my blog every day for its daily serve of fresh content. But I would love you more if you hired me. I am well-bred, by Racing Post out of WA Turf Club. I am well-rounded, a winner over many courses and distances. And I am well-placed, available to add value to your existing team. Do the form on a racing, wagering and communications thoroughbred at markworwood.com.

										
 
									 
																		
						
							←Older Posts						
 
						
													
 
					 
								
 
			
 
		
 
					
				Categories

				News




			Archives

				July 2021
	June 2021
	May 2021
	April 2021
	March 2021
	February 2021
	January 2021
	December 2020
	November 2020
	October 2020



			
		
		Recent posts

			
					THE GOOD FIGHT RESTORES FAMILY HONOUR AT FLEMINGTON
									
	
					QUEEN’S THREE RUNNERS REIGN SUPREME FOR 40-1 TREBLE
									
	
					FRANKEL’S FIRST WA RUNNER WINS FIRST START FOR ROBERTSON
									
	
					FINALLY, SOMETHING GOES RIGHT FOR MOWER MAN WONG
									
	
					GOLDEN SIXTY IS AUSTRALIA’S 12TH HONG KONG HORSE OF THE YEAR
									



		Search blog

				
					Search for:
					
					
				

			
			
 
			
 

 

		 
	
 
	















